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AMENDMENTS TO THE “COMPLIANCE WITH LOAD LIMITS” CONDUCT AREA
As of February 2, 2014, the “compliance with load limits” conduct area of the
Conduct Review Policy for Heavy Vehicle Owners and Operators will become the “load and size limits” conduct area.
Here is a summary of the main changes made to the conduct area.

GROUPING OF OFFENCES
The “load and size limits” conduct area will include all offences related to the following matters:
• Outsized vehicles
• Exceeding axle load limits
• Exceeding the allowed maximum gross vehicle weight
• Failure to obey load limits on a bridge or overpass
• Special travel permits
Offences related to the following sections of the Highway Safety Code will therefore be included in the conduct area:
SECTION
OF THE
HSC

OFFENCE

291

Excessive size or load on a bridge or overpass

463

Exceeding size or load limits

464

Driving an outsized vehicle without a special permit

468

Refusal to drive an outsized vehicle to a suitable place when ordered to do so by a peace officer

473

Outsized load or equipment (without having a special permit)

473.1

Driving an outsized vehicle without having in one’s possession the special permit for that purpose

474

Failure to install a warning signal where the load or equipment hauled by a vehicle overhangs
the rear of the vehicle by more than 1 metre

C-4923-13-A (14-01)

513

Exceeding size or load limits or other conditions related to a special travel permit
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INTERIM MEASURES
The Highway Safety Code offences that have been transferred from the “operational safety” conduct area
to the “load and size limits” conduct area will be weighted as follows:
• Offence statements issued before February 2, 2014 will remain in the “operational safety” conduct area,
with the weighting in effect at that time.
• Offence statements issued on or after February 2, 2014 will be entered in the “load and size limits” conduct
area with the weighting described below.
WEIGHTING OF OFFENCES
• Exceeding axle load limits or the maximum gross vehicle weight (ss. 463 and 513)
Weighted on a five-point scale, based on the difference, expressed as a percentage,
between the weight allowed and the weight observed.
• Exceeding load limits on a bridge or overpass (s. 291)
Weighted on a five-point scale, based on the number of kilograms exceeding the posted
load limit.
•

Driving an oversized vehicle (ss. 463 and 513)
Weighted on a five-point scale, based on the number of centimetres exceeding the authorized size.

•

Other offences that are not related to an excessive load or size (ss. 464, 468, 473, 473.1, 474 and 513)
Weighted on a five-point scale, based on the amount of the fine.

SERIOUS AND CRITICAL OFFENCES
• Critical offences related to an excessive load or size remain unchanged.
• Some offences for exceeding axle load limits are considered “serious” and are added to the offences that
are already listed.
ADJUSTMENT TO THRESHOLD VALUES
The threshold values for the “load and size limits” and “operator’s overall conduct” conduct areas have been adjusted to take into account the grouping of offences and the new weighting of events.
The threshold value for the “operational safety” conduct area remain the same, even though some offences have been
transferred to the “load and size limits” conduct area.
To find out more, see the table of threshold values based on the size of the fleet in operation.
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IMPACT ON THE CONDUCT REVIEW POLICY FOR HEAVY VEHICLE DRIVERS
• Offences related to loads and size and the failure to obey conditions related to a special
travel permit remain the same and are still included in the “operational safety” conduct area.
• The new weighting of offences applies.
• Critical offences related to an excessive load or size remain unchanged.
• Some offences for exceeding axle load limits considered “serious” (s. 513) have been added
to the offences already listed.

TO FIND OUT MORE
Visit the SAAQ’s Web site (www.saaq.gouv.qc.ca/en/heavy/) to consult the following documents:
• Conduct Review Policy for Heavy Vehicle Owners and Operators
• Conduct Review Policy for Heavy Vehicle Drivers
• Table of Threshold Values

