Your Obligations
Around Schools

School areas are full of activity and full
of children, who may have difficulty judging
distances, vehicle speeds and sources of noise.
For this reason, you should make a habit of slowing
down and anticipating the presence of children,
especially at pedestrian crosswalks, intersections
and on the side of the road.
Road signs
Here is a reminder of the main signs that are present
near schools.
School zone or school crossing ahead
Slow down! You are approaching a school
zone or approaching a school crossing.

Beginning of a school zone
You are entering a school zone where fines
for speeding are doubled during the school year.
Once you are in the school zone, if the speed
limit changes, you will see a sign indicating
the times, days and months the speed limit
is in effect.

School crossing
Pedestrian right of way. You must yield
the right of way to pedestrians entering the
crosswalk or who are clearly indicating their
intention to do so by:
• waiting on the sidewalk;
• making a hand gesture;
• making eye contact with you.

School bus stop ahead
Be ready to stop, because a school bus
may stop to take on or let off passengers
around the next turn or on the next hill.

Your obligations
Around School Buses

The rule is simple:
Be ready to stop if you are approaching or
following a school bus.
Before stopping to take on or let off passengers, school
bus drivers must signal their intention. Yellow lights will
be activated, indicating that you must slow down and avoid
sudden braking or acceleration.
Yellow lights or hazard lights activated
Prepare to stop.
Flashing red lights or stop sign activated
Come to a complete stop at least 5 metres
from the school bus.
You can continue once the flashing red lights are off and
the stop sign is retracted. Make sure that there are no children
on the road and that the way is clear.

Penalty

Drivers
• Fine from $200 to $300
• 9 demerit points

Cyclists
• Fine from $80 to $100

Note that you are not required to stop when you are approaching
a school bus that is in another lane that is separated by a median.
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