
DON’T  
FALL FOR 
STORIES 
Before buying or leasing  
a used motor vehicle,  
obtain its ownership history.



Before buying or leasing a used motor 
vehicle, obtain its ownership history  
to find out:  
• 	if it has been rebuilt;
• 	if it has undergone a mechanical inspection;
• 	how many people have owned it;
•	 how it has been used in the past, e.g. if  

it was used as a taxi before October 10, 2020.

To obtain the vehicle’s ownership  
history, you can: 
• 	use the online service available via SAAQclic;
• 	go to one of our service outlets.

Fees apply. 

General information (toll-free): 1-800-361-7620

Further verification recommended
You should also consult the Register of personal and 
movable real rights (RDPRM—in French only) to make sure
the vehicle is free of debt. If you buy a vehicle that has not
been paid for in full, it can be seized by the creditor.

https://saaqclic.saaq.gouv.qc.ca/saaqstorefront/en/login
https://www.rdprm.gouv.qc.ca/fr/Pages/Accueil.html
https://www.rdprm.gouv.qc.ca/fr/Pages/Accueil.html


1.	 File opened on 
	 Date the vehicle was first registered in Québec.

2.	 GVWR (gross vehicle weight rating)
	 The GVWR is used to determine if a vehicle is considered 

a heavy vehicle within the meaning of the Act respecting 
owners, operators and drivers of a heavy vehicle.  
This information is required if the vehicle weighs  
4,500 kg or more.

3.	 Date withdrawn
	 Date on which the vehicle was withdrawn from Québec  

registration; the reason (vehicle discarded, severely  
damaged, licensed outside Québec, etc.) is shown under 
“Vehicle Status.”

4.	 Number of cylinders/cylinder capacity 
	 Information provided to identify large-cylinder capacity 

vehicles (4 litres or more) that are subject to an additional 
registration fee.

5.	 Provenance 
	 Jurisdiction outside Québec in which the vehicle was  

last registered, or where the vehicle was acquired from  
a dealership operating outside Québec. 

6.	 Out of province
	 Province, state or country to which the vehicle has been 

sent following its sale to a resident of a jurisdiction outside 
Québec, or the jurisdiction where the owner moved after 
cancellation of Québec registration.

7.	 Ownership history
	 An entry is created for every ownership transfer (owner, 

long-term lessee or dealer). Dealership entries are not  
required, as dealerships are exempt from vehicle  
registration requirements.

8.	 Name of owner or long-term lessee
	 Under the Act respecting Access to documents held by public 

bodies and the Protection of personal information, the SAAQ 
is not allowed to disclose the name of an individual (natural 
person). Only the names of legal persons (business firms or 
companies) may be shown.

9.	 Declared odometer reading 
	 Reading available only for vehicles registered from  

September 10, 2001, the date on which the SAAQ  
began recording this information. If the information  
is unavailable, the reason for the absence will be stated  
in the following field.

10.	Date ceded
	 Date ownership transfer took place due to the vehicle  

being sold or given as a gift, bankruptcy, or the end of  
a long-term lease.

11.	Periods of use of the vehicle
	 The record of entry of more than one period for the same 

type of use indicates that the vehicle was not licensed for 
road use at some point. The reason and length of time  
the vehicle was not used on the road is not detailed in  
the record kept by the SAAQ, but usually corresponds  
to seasonal storage. 
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EXAMPLE



Make your life easier with SAAQclic 
If you are buying or selling a used motor vehicle,  
the following online services may be useful to you: 

• 	Obtaining a vehicle’s ownership history;
• 	Checking whether a vehicle can be registered;
• 	Transferring a passenger vehicle between individuals;
• 	Replacing a licence plate.

To log in to SAAQclic: 
saaqclic.saaq.gouv.qc.ca
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 	Transfer a vehicle between individuals

 	Store a vehicle or take a vehicle out  
of storage

 	Replace a driver’s licence

 	Print a vehicle registration certificate

 	Make a knowledge or road test  
appointment 

Getting things done 
with a few clicks

https://saaqclic.saaq.gouv.qc.ca/saaqstorefront/en/login

